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Soc.\al sc\enceslHistory) GET- Gracie 8 September 2026 

\NSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION 

, This question paper comprises of Sectio"i1 A is compulsory and Section B 

QUESTION TWO is compulsory and choose ONE topic in QUESTION 
THREE (3). 

SECTION A: 35 MARKS 
SECTION B: 40 MARKS 

QUESTION ONE AND TWO: ARE COMPULSORY 
QUESTION THREE: CHOOSE ONE QUESTION 

2 This question paper consists of '1'1 pages including the cover page. 

3 Number your answers correctly according to the numbering system used in 
the 'question paper. 

4 Carefully study all the sources and texts supplied because they contain a lot 
of guidelines which could assist you in answering the question. 

5 Take note of mark allocation for each question to guide you on how to 
answer. 

6 Write neatly and legibly. 
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Social sclences(History) GET- Grade 8 September 2026 

,ECTION A 

QUESTION 1: BERLIN CONFERENCE 

Key Question: What was the Berlin Conference? 

1.1 Use SOURCE 1 A and your own knowledge to answer the set questions. 

SUORCE 1 A is a picture of the Berlin Conference in 1884 on how to divide Africa 

between leading European powers. 

SOURCE1A 

:•.its%wrm:':_ 

' (' 

'!' 

,:r 
.--;:. \, "-' : 1/ 

The Berlin Conference of 1884-1885, met on 15 November 1884, and after an 

adjournment concluded on 26 February 1885, with the signature of a General Act, 

regulating the European colonization and trade in Africa during the New Imperialism 

period. The conference was organised by Otto von Bismarck, the first chancellor of 

Germany, at the request of Leopold II of Belgium. The General Act of Berlin can be 

seen as the formalisation ofthe Scramble for Africa that was already in full swing. 

Some scholars, however, warn against an overemphasis on its role in the colonial . 

partitioning of Africa, and draw attention to bilateral agreements concluded before and 

after the conference. 

Copyright 

/1Jtps//www defenceweb. co. za/milita,y-history!battle-of-delville-wooc/ 

commemoratecl 

turn to next page 

Downloaded from www.maylearninghub.co.za



Social stief1tes(History) GET- Grade 8 September 2026

1. ·1 .1 Define the following concepts:

a) ·scramble bf Africa'

b) Colonisation

·1.1.2 What was the Berlin Conference?

1.1.3 Who organised the Conference? 

1.1.4 Where was the Conference held? 

1 .1.5 Provide a ONE reason wl,y Berlin Conference was l1eld? 

1.1.6 According to SOURCE '1A, iaentify ONE country which participated in the Berlin 

Conference 

1.2 CAUSES OF COLONISATION 

Key question: What-were the reasons ol colonisation? 

Read SOURCE 1 B and use your own knowledge to answer the following 

questions 

SOURCE1B 

REASONS FOR THE COLONISATION OF AFRlCA AfilO THE STRATEGfE:S 

The colonisation of Africa by European powers was necessitated by several 

factors. Notable, among the-factors was the emergence of the industrial revolution 

which brought about a rapid change in the socio-economic transformation and 

technoJo.gy of •the. E:urope.an. e.ountrie.s: .. The. ind.usJrial -revolution le.d to incre.ase. in 

production. The progress in the industry went faster than the progress in 

awiculture. It was becominQ increasinQly hard or difficult for the awiculture to 

satisfy the demand for raw materials required in the industries. There was 

therefore, the need for the European powers, for example, the British to go outside 

the country to look for additional raw materials. Furthermore, as a result of the 

decline in agricultural production, there was the problem of how to produce enough 

or adequate food to feed the fast growing urban population. In other words, the 

rural areas in Britai1i for example, were finding it increasingly difficult to produce 

enough food to feed the increasing urban population. Similarly, there was -also 

need for market, not only for the production of raw materials but for food to sustain 

the increasing population. As a resu'lt· of rapid increase in ·technology, new products 

were produced at a faster rate than the populations could dispose of . Africa with 

her large population constituted a ready market for such products 

hltpsllvvww. tralac.orglimages/News/Oocuments/Analysis_of_ Colonialism and Its 

lmpac;t in AfricEJ Qcheni and Nwankwo CSCanada 201 Z.pc:;Jf 

(1x2=2) 

(1x2=2) 

(1x1=1) 

(1x1=1) 

(1x1=1) 

(1x1=1) 

(1x1=1) 

[9] 
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social stientes(Hi tory) GET- Grade 8 �eptcrnb1:r 2026 

, .2.1 According to SOURCE 1 B, what were THREE causes of colonisation of Africa? 

·, . 2. 2 How did technology contribute to colonisation?

1.2.3 Wl1at role did tile Industrial Revolution play in colonisation?

1.2.4 What were the religious aims behind colonisation of Africa?

1.3 PATTENS 'OF COLONISATION 

Key question: How was Africa colonised? 

Use SOURCE tc below ana answer-the set questions. 

SOURCE 1 C is a map showing Africa during the Scramble for Africa. 

'SOURCE re

Scramble for Afr-ica 

[JJ Independent 
r�n British 
� French 
.w_ltalian 
� Portugese 
rn Sp�nish 
[Z] Belgian 2 

Layers or Learnin<3 

'1ttps:llwww.educba.com/colonialism/ 

·1.3.1 Refer to SOURCE 1C, which European power had more colonies?

1.3.2 Name TWO cour1tries thatwete colonised by the power mentioned in 1.3.1

1.3.3 Identify ONE country that was never colonised by European powers.

1.3.4 Attotaing to SOURCE 1 c, Portugal aM Italy hatl fewer African colonies. What
could be the reason? 

(1x1=1J 

(1x1=1) 

(2x1 =2) 

[7] 

("lx1 =·I) 

(2x1 =2) 

(1x1=1) 

(1x·1=-1) 

[5] 
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Social scienri�s(Hist-ory) GET- Grade 8 Scptr.rnber 2026 

·1 .4 THE RESULTS OF COLONISATION 

Key question: What was the imJJatt of tolo"r1isa'tiori in Africa? 

Read SOURCE 1 D and answer the question that follows. 

SOURCE 1 D is a cartoon on the results o'f colonisation. 

SOURCE1D 

--------=---=:::::::::;;;;;;;:::::::=:;:;:;;;;;;:;;;���;;,;:;:::::::::::::;;;:;::===::;;:;;;� 

Source:https:llwww.lcsnc.org/cmsl .. ./Effects%20of%20/mperialism%20in%20Africa.pdf 

1.4.1 What is the tartoonisttrying to tell us? 

1.4.2 Wl1ich other country was to blame besides the European countries according to 

this cartooh? 

1.4.3 Explain ONE political result of colonisation on African societies. 

-1 .4.4 Discuss TWO social impatls oftolonisalion on African communities.

1.4.5 Mention TWO reasons why European powers were able to colonise Africa so 

quickly. 

(1x1=1) 

(1x1=1) 

(1x1=1) 

(2x1=2) 

(2x1 =2) 

[7] 

Copyright turn to next page 

Downloaded from www.maylearninghub.co.za



Social stientes( History) GET- Gr�de 8 

1-5 THE ASHANTI KINGDOM

Read SOURCE 1 E and answer the question that follows.
SOURCE _1 E explain the origin of the Asl1anti people.

SOURCE1E 

September 2026 

T_he kingdom was located in what is now modern-day Ghana and had its capital in the
city of Kumasi. The Ashanti people were known for their skill in metalworking and their 
control over the trade of gold and ivory. Before the arrival of Europeans, the Ashanti 
Kingdom was a powerful and centralised state in West Africa. The Ashanti people were 
kno�n to be fierce fighters. Their slogan was "If I go forward I die. If I go backward I 
die. Better go forward and die. 

In the late 1600s, the Portuguese traders came to the west coast of Africa and made 
the Akan speakers theinraaihg ·partners. Chief'Osei Tutu united ·the Akan speakers 
into a powerful military state. The legend goes that a Golden Stool miraculously "came 
down from the heavens". The Akan was well organised. Government officials were 
chosen on merit, there was an excellent communication in the kingdom and a set of 
rules was drawn up for the government. 

In 1817, a British explorer entered Kumasi, the capital of the Ashanti empire. When he 
returned to Britain, he wrote a book called Mission from the Cape Coast castle to 
Ashantee. This book encouraged the British to become interested in the West Coast as 
a future colony. 

Ada1Jted from: https:llwww.twinkl.co.za >resource) the-ashanti-l<inad 

·1. 5 .1 What country is 'Ashanti Kingdom' called 

1.5.2 Which mineral made the Ashanti Kingdom popular? 

1.5.3 Refer· to SOURCE 1E, Why were the Ashanti people Sb powerful 

1.5.4 What gave the Ashanti strength to fight for as long they live. Quote from SOURCE

1E. 

1.5.5 Explain tl'le role played by the book 'Mission from the Cape Coast castle to 

Ashantee' to the British. 

1.5.6 Explain TWO results of colonisation for the Ashanti kingdom 

TOTAL: 35 MARKS 

(1x1=1) 

(1x1=1) 

(1x1=1) 

(1x1=1) 

(1x1=1) 

(2x1=2) 

[7] 
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SECTION B 

QUESTION 2 

Causes and Results of European Colonisation 

“European colonisation of Africa was driven by several factors and had far-reaching 
consequences for African societies.” 

Write a well-structured essay in which you discuss the main causes of European colonisation of 
Africa and explain the major results of colonial rule on African societies. 

Your essay must include: 

• An introduction that introduces the topic;

• Supporting paragraphs that explain the causes and results of colonisation using relevant
historical facts; and

• A conclusion that summarises the main ideas discussed in the essay.

[15]
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